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EARLY YEARS PROGRAM 

300. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Community Development: 

On 9 December 2004 the minister announced the Early Years program, with 18 participating communities.   

(1) Will the minister provide the Parliament with the names of the 18 sites and any others that have since 
received funding?   

(2) The Coolbellup community was named as one of the original 18 sites but did not receive funding, 
although it was reported in the newspaper that it had.  Will the minister explain why this was so, and 
when the Coolbellup community will receive this funding?   

Hon KATE DOUST replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  

(1) The first 18 Early Years sites to be endorsed by the cabinet standing committee on social policy, and 
invited to participate, were Armadale; Bayswater-Maylands; Bunbury; Carnarvon; Clarkson-Merriwa; 
Gosnells; Halls Creek; Hamilton Hill-Coolbellup; Kalgoorlie; Midland; Mandurah; Mullewa; Newman; 
Ngaanyatjarra lands, including Warburton; Rockingham; Somali families in Perth; Tjurabalan-Balgo 
area, including Mulan, Ringer Soak and Bililuna; and Tom Price.   

(2) Hamilton Hill-Coolbellup was named as an Early Years site in September 2004.  The Early Years 
development grant funding is provided through a partnership between the Department for Community 
Development and Lotterywest.  Two proposals were submitted from the Hamilton Hill-Coolbellup site 
for the October 2004 funding round.  One proposal was supported and Lotterywest provided funding of 
$16 453.80.  For the second proposal it was suggested that the applicant work with the Department for 
Community Development and the Early Years senior practice development officer to further develop 
processes and to engage with the community and local organisations.  It was encouraged to resubmit for 
the March 2005 round.  The March 2005 round closed on 26 April 2005, and the applications are being 
considered.   

 


